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Installation of 

Most Reverend Felipe J. Estévez 
As The Tenth Bishop 

Of The Diocese of Saint Augustine 

 

From outside the main doors of the Cathedral, Bishop Estévez knocked on 

ÛÏÌɯËÖÖÙɯÈÕËɯÞÈÚɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ#ÐÖÊÌÚÌɯÖÍɯ2ÈÐÕÛɯ ÜÎÜÚÛÐÕÌɀÚɯɯÖÜÛ-going bishop, Victor 

Galeone, and the Rector of the Cathedral Basilica, Father Tom Willis. A  crucifix was    

offered to Bishop Estévez for him to kiss. Bishop Estévez then said the following words 

attributed to Don Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, founder of the City of Saint Augustine: 

Ɂ,àɯÜÓÛÐÔÈÛÌɯɯɯɯÖÉÑÌÊÛɯÈÕËɯËÌÚÐÙÌɯÐÚɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÊÜÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯ%ÓÖÙÐËÈɯÉÌɯÚÌÛÛÓÌËɯÐÕɯ×ÌÙ×ÌÛÜÐÛàɯÚÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÓàɯ

&ÖÚ×ÌÓɯÉÌɯɯÌßÛÌÕËÌËɯÈÕËɯ×ÓÈÕÛÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ×ÙÖÝÐÕÊÌÚȭɂɯBishop Estévez then sprinkled holy water 

on those around him. Father Tom Willis then welcomed him to his Cathedral church.  

We welcome Bishop Felipe and pray for Godôs great blessings upon him as he comes to  

lead our Diocese as our Shepherd and Bishop. 

Evening Prayer and  

Welcome to the  

Cathedral Basilica of  

the Diocese of Saint Augustine  

 June 1, 2011 

 

Following the Procession of Clergy and Bishops, the service began with the Rite of Installation and Canonical 

Possession. Msgr. Jean-Francois Lantheaume, Counselor of the Apostolic Nunciature, presented and read the 

mandate of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI which named Most Reverend Felipe J. Estévez as the Tenth 

Bishop of Saint Augustine. The Rite of Installation and Canonical Possession concluded with Diocesan  Rep-

resentatives greeting the new  Bishop. 

The Mass continued with Bishop 

Estévez as the main Celebrant. 

Mass of Installation  

Saint Joseph Catholic Church  

June 2, 2011 

Coat of Arms of Bishop Estévez 

The left side of the shield is the 

coat of arms of the Diocese of Saint 

Augustine. The personal coat of 

arms of Bishop Estévez, is on the 

right ( sinister) side of the shield. 

The field is blue (azul) honoring 

Mary, the Mother of our Lord, 

whose fiatȮɯɁ+ÌÛɯÐÛɯÉÌɯËÖÕÌɯÛÖɯÔÌɯÈÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯàÖÜÙɯ

ÞÖÙËȮɂɯȹ+ÜÒÌɯƕȯƗƜȺɯÔÈËÌɯ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓÌɯÛÏÌɯÔàÚÛÌÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

Incarnation. The primary symbol ( charge) is a set of 

hands that come from above. They symbolize majestic 

verticality as well as the gratuity of the mission of Jesus 

Christ from his heavenly Father in the selfless love for 

the Church. The hands also symbolize the humble con-

descension of Christ to take on our human nature. The 

hands bear the wound marks of the crucifixion and hold 

the earthly gifts of wheat and grapes to honor the    

Creator of heaven and earth.  Fr.  Ignatius, our Pastor,  among the clergy Bishop Estevez with our parishioners 
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Heartfelt Thanks to the Present  
C.C.F.  Coordinator Tracy McKeown 

and  
Our Dedicated Team of Catechists 

 
 

Hearty Welcome to the Future 
C.C.F. Coordinator Doug Valenti 

 
  

 

 
I strongly believe the destiny of our faith community is being shaped in our C.C.F. classrooms. So our C.C.F.              

Coordinator and our Catechists are to be considered the backbone of our faith community building its future, and our 
entire parish community is deeply indebted to all of them for their loving selfless service to the community. As they have 

just finished this yearôs program, on behalf of the Parish, I thank each one of them sincerely. 
 However, I take this opportunity to place on record my heartfelt appreciation and sincere thanks to our C.C.F.      

Coordinator Tracy McKeown, who is stepping down after two years of outstanding service to pursue further studies. All 

of us have seen how much love, energy, dedication and commitment she has brought to the program and how she has 
made a big positive difference inspiring both children and teachers and making the program a joyous experience for all. 

Many thanks and best wishes to her for success in  her pursuit to become a great teacher.  
 At the same time, I am very glad and extremely grateful that one of our longtime parishioners and a veteran       

educator in Palatka, Mr. Doug Valenti, has agreed to take up the important responsibility of the C.C.F. Coordinator. On 

behalf of the Parish, I extend to him a cordial welcome and prayerful best wishes for success in all his work. I am sure 
his vast experience as teacher and principal for many years and as a C.C.F. teacher in the past will help him a lot in  

doing a very good job. I request all the parents and parishioners to give him all the support he needs to carry out this  
important responsibility for our Parish.  
    

   In Jesusô Love, 

   Fr. Ignatius Plathanam CMI 

   Pastor 

A Gift of Love to the Parish Family By Parishioners 

 
My Dear Parishioners, 
 

 I always talk about considering our parish as one big family and our Church as our 

second home, and I have encouraged all to take care of the needs of the  Parishðjust as 
you would the needs of your own family. That is why we have Small Christian Communities 

taking care of different areas of parish property ðcleaning and beautifying it as and when 

needed. That is why we celebrate St. Monicaôs Feast with the Parish Picnic as our Parish 
family fest. That is why I encourage all of you to do all you can and spare no efforts to  

support our children and youth who are the future of our Parish.  
 

 So I was really pleased, very happy and touched by the thoughtful, generous and 
loving gesture of some of our parishioners in the last few weeks. They came forward on 

their own with a proposal to paint our hall, which was long overdue. They also volunteered 
to raise money for the paint through a Ladies Guild donation and the Pennies for Paint   
projectðto which all of you contributed. And you have seen parishioners coming out     

volunteering to paint the entire Hall, cleaning and beautifying the property with planting plants wherever needed.  All 

this is a fantastic example of stewardship of time, talent and treasure in action.  
 

 I want to express my heartfelt appreciation and thanks to all members of our Parish Family who were part of this 

labor of love and this Gift of Love to our Parish Family and, especially, to those who came forward with this wonderful 
project that builds our Family Spirit. Keep up the good work! May the Good Lord Bless You All. 
 

Messages  
 from the Pastor  



Growing in Faith   
as a Community 

Focus on St. Matthew Community 
by  Silvana Gallo,  Facilitator 

St. Matthew Community: Philip and Silvana Gallo, Jill Gugal, Betty 

Poteet, Charlie Fortner, Jerry Rash,  Dave Gugal, Margo Seaney   

accompanied by Cindy  Gilmore.  Not Present in photo: Catherine 

and Rick Webb, Elisa and Wilfred Luna, Rosa Treib, Rose and Larry 

Lutz and Ruth Schaetzl. 

St. Matthewôs Small Christian Community has 
evolved from a Renew Group into a new Small 
Christian  Community (SCC) that gathered on a 
journey into ñWhy Catholic?ò each Sunday after 
the Knights of Columbus breakfast.  Some of us 
were familiar with each other and there are some 
new faces, possibly names too, who may never 
have had the opportunity to get to know each 
other.  Most of us are ñCradle Catholicsò, some 
have converted in the past few years, and we 
even have a non-Catholic who has joined our 
group. We all realize that we are all called to   
conversion, as St. Matthew, who was a tax       
collector and chose to follow Jesus as one of his 
twelve Apostles. Through our faith -sharing about 
our beliefs, life experiences, spiritual inspirations 
and struggles we grew each week into a deeper 
bond with one another, all through the guidance of     
scripture.  At first, a few of us were comfortable 
enough to share. In time, as familiarities and 
friendships blossomed and grew, others were 
called to share their gifts from the heart.  As a  
result of the SCC weekly gatherings, relationships 
and friendships developed within the 12-15      
participants who, in normal circumstances, may 
never have crossed paths.  In our group we have 
some members who shared their daily life        
experiences with others who may have needed a 
kind word, encouragement or a helping hand to do 
something that was needed. Through the Holy 
Spirit we have been led to these pleasantly       
unexpected bonds so that we may grow deeper in 
His love and deeper in fellowship with each other.  
 
We were encouraged and inspired to spread Godôs 
love further beyond our SCC.  Some of us were 
called with different opportunities to serve; and, in 
the beginning, we embraced small collective     
projects such as weeding and mulching around the 
parish hall.  Our children joyfully participated as 
well and still had ñsteamò left by the end of the 
day, a true team effort!  
 
We contributed as a SCC to the last two Easter    
seasons by reading, carrying candles and the cross 
during the Stations of the Cross.  We even had    
volunteers for Holy Thursday to have our feet 
washed, a truly moving experience!   
 

Then the generosities abounded when we had items 
brought in to be given to a large family in need during 
Thanksgiving.  During Confirmation this year, some of us 
helped with the reception for the Confirmandi and their 
families. 
 
This mission was an opportunity to ignite Godôs flame in our 
hearts.  Several of us commented on how interesting it was 
to hear Grayson Warren Brown break apart and explain the 
ñOur Fatherò in a unique way, making us better understand 
the prayer.  The fellowship afterward was a perfect follow 
up to an electrifying evening with Grayson. Collectively each 
night, the SCCôs supplied a wonderful array of finger foods 
after our souls were enriched and uplifted by such an      
inspirational speaker as Grayson Warren Brown. 
 
Our most recent outreach to the greater community was led 
by Cindy Gilmore, our Music Director and a member. We 
made a visit after Mass on Sunday to comfort and brighten 
the day of the patients at Haven Hospice through the lifting 
up of our voices in song; we truly brought the singing     
lessons of Grayson Brown into action.  Not only were the 
patients touched but even the staff joined in occasionally as 
they walked by.  One of the doctors sang, ñHow Great Thou 
Artò with us and expressed what a joy and blessing it was 
that we took time to sing from our hearts!  
 
The consistent theme among our SCC is how our weekly     
reflecting, praying, sharing, laughing with each other and   
learning about out faith and why we are Catholic, has 
opened our hearts to God and each other.  We grew deeper 
in our understanding of our Faith by reading scripture,   
contemplating Godôs word and delving into the meaning of 
the sacraments.  We also look forward to familiar faces and 
welcome new ones to accompany us or any other group on 
this journey of prayer and faith sharing.  



Many of us were reminded of the Power of Easter during our Lenten journey. Over one -third of the parish joined in faith 
sharing about the Sacraments with ñWhy Catholic?ò in their Small Christian Communities.  While nearly half of us came 

for our three night Parish Mission with Grayson Warren Brown, who truly brought the Bible to life.  His story telling    
ability transported us from the twenty -first century back to Biblical times.  

Mr. Brownôs energy was contagious and his persuasive skills finally 
gave permission to all of us to sing to the Lord and not to our 

neighbors.  For as he said, ñSinging is praying twice, an incense to 
heavenò. For the Lord knows what He gave each one of us and does 

not expect us to hold anything back from Him. So, the church was  

filled with praise, worship and song all three nights.  

¶ Sunday night we were reminded that we are here to be       

Ambassadors of Christ.  Therefore our mantra should be, ñHere I am 
Lord, Use Me!ò   

¶ Monday  night Mr. Brown asked us, ñCome to the Lordôs house 

with excitement. And ask, óHow will He use me now and what gifts 

will He give me to share in order to complete my task?ô Therefore, 
what do we believe that we can ask of the Lord?ò  

¶    Tuesday night  Mr. Brown shared the secret, that if we are hold-

ing on to hurt and old ñbaggageò how can our hands be open to re-
ceive the gifts we asked the Lord to give us? If we are holding on 

until someone pays for our hurt, Mr. Brown reminded us that someone has paid... Jesus, so all can be forgiven.  For 
Jesus love is unconditional.  Nothing can stop His love nor can His love be earned.  

 As one parishioner stated,  ñMr. Brown captivated me and made me feel the true meaning of the Our Father.ò  Some 
enjoyed Mr. Brownôs original music and the other selection of songs.  While others were so captivated in Mr. Browns 

preaching, they yearned for more.   
 

Members of our Small Christian Communities remarked about the power of the Holy Spirit as they hosted the hospitality 
after each night, for they witnessed the miracles of ñFish and Loavesò.  Each night three communities worked together 

and did not think they had enough refreshments to feed the after mission social; but every night after everyone enjoyed 
the social, there were refreshments left over. ñFor God is Good, All the Time!ò.  Speaking of hospitality, a great thanks 

goes out to the families who answered the call and hosted the small dinner parties for Mr. Brown during his time with 

us.  

 Grayson Warren Brown Helped Us in Our Lenten Journey 

Praying Alone and Together  
On Our Way to Meet Our Parish Mission 

 

Father Ignatius challenged our Core Community and small group leaders to help him meet our parish mission, 
ñto be a home of Small Christian Communities, helping each other to connect life and faith, and welcoming all 
to the compassionate love of Jesusò, continuing our hard work over the past five years to reach this goal.  
Responding to his challenge this June, our small groups entered the second phase of the time line we have 
established for them to grow into Small Christian Communities.  The second phase is the training and practice 
of the Core Community and small group leaders to pray individually and in group.  This phase is to deepen 
our prayer lives which will not only prepare us for next yearôs theme of prayer in ñWhy Catholic?ò but also for 
our work in the years ahead to function as Small Christian Communities.  
 
To help deepen our prayer lives we are using the book Praying Alone and Together by Arthur 
Baranowski.  It is a prayer module in nine sessions with practical prayer experiences for every 
day and coming together for sharing once a week, with each group leader taking a turn   
leading the sessions. This exercise gives new and meaningful ways to listen to and respond to 
God and share our faith with others. We do hope this exercise and experience will strengthen 
our small group leaders to nurture their groups to grow into Small Christian Communities.  

  



Downtown Churches Gather at the River. 
When it comes to religion of an area, Palatka certainly offers many 
opportunities with having 129 churches and many different       
religious sects.  Even downtown Palatka, within the first five 
blocks, there are diverse Christian churches. Just strolling three 
blocks down Oak Street, a Christian could worship at First        
Presbyterian Church on 2nd Street, St. Monica Catholic Church on 
4th Street and First Baptist Church on 5th Street. This              
arrangement has made it possible for these three churches to    
create a friendship through Christ. A few years ago, these three 
churches began meeting    together for lunch to plan a combined 
fall festival for the whole community called, ñSwampfestò, which 

has become an annual event.  Over these years, we have found more fun ways to be together with the    
Progressive Dinner in 2010 and our Day of Rest on the River just last month.  
 
The Lord in His mercy gave us a unseasonal beautiful breezy Sunday in May for our families from St. Monica 
Catholic Church, First Baptist Church and First Presbyterian Church to gather for a picnic along the St. Johnôs 
Riverfront in downtown Palatka.  As you can see from the pictures, some enjoyed eating from their chairs,    
others at the tables while others preferred the riverôs edge.  With having so many churches in Palatka, the 
residents always end up working beside those of other faiths. This picnic offered another opportunity for 
Downtown Christians to get to know each other and enjoy each otherôs company outside their routine of life.  
The Pastors are also meeting for lunch once a month to discuss what can be done for the community by 
working together.  

 

 

This spring St. Monica teed off the 1st         
St. Monica Youth Benefit Golf Classic at      
Palatka Golf Course. We thank all the        
merchants and individuals in the community 
who sponsored holes and played in the      
tournament. We especially thank Beck,   
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep for sponsoring the nice 
prizes for the hole -in-ones, which              
unfortunately no one achieved. What was 
achieved was money was raised to send our 
youth to the Steubenville Youth Conference in  
Florida. 
 
The youth assisted in the tournament by  
passing out bottles of water and keeping track 
of the putting contest.  

Community Comes out to Support Our Youth 

First Place Team was from Interlachen: John 

Mathe, Warner Strong, Edward Ralosky, and 
Wendel Perry.   



 

This dinner series is a part of our efforts to play a small role as a down-
town church, to bring together people of all faiths and walks of life in 
town, to connect, develop relationships, and build community. We are 
providing space and time and a friendly atmosphere with delicious food 
and great music for friendship and fellowship to develop across the table 
on the first Saturday of alternating months.   
 

We launched our Saturday night connection dinner series on June 5th 
when everyone came to relax and be served a delicious dinner of 
Salmon Parmigianino Florentine before they were taken back on a 
ñSentimental Journeyò with music starting from 1930ôs to the present.   

 
 

The next dinner will be on Saturday, August 6, 

with Dayana Dejuk leading the culinary team in     
serving Mediterranean Chicken. Bluegrass music    

will be provided by Wire and Wood .  Tickets are 
currently on sale at the Parish Office at 210 Oak 

Street, Palatka or by calling 325-9777.  See back 

cover for full dinner series.        
 

August 6th  

Our wonderful servers of the evening! 

Sentimental Journey presented by:  

Melody Thompson, Sharon Flatter, 

 Cindy Gilmore and Dave Kovar 

 

Community Connection 
 Dinner Series 
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to  
Build Community 


