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A Home of Small Christian Communities 

Saint  
M onica  

M essenger  

St. James the Lesser Small       
Christian Community has been     
together since the very beginning 
of RENEW and is still going strong 
after our first year of Why Catho-
lic.     During the past five years, 
we have lost a few members and 
gained a few members, and every 
person along the way has en-
riched and added to the dynamics 
of our group. We look forward to 
the future and the possibility of 
additional new members, who 
might share their faith and help us 
to continue to build our commu-
nity. 
Jesus said, ñWhere there are two 
or more gathered in my name, 
t h e r e  I  a m  i n  t h e i r 
midstò (Matthew 18:20). Our small 
Christian community can truly 
feels His presence among us as 
we meet each week.  We pray     
together, read and reflect upon 
scripture, discuss how the read-
ings apply to our everyday lives, 
and share our faith and life experi-
ences.  Our faith and our relation-
ship with God is often a very pri-
vate matter as for many of us. But 
by sharing our experiences and 
our beliefs, we find ourselves 

growing closer to 
God and to each 
other. 
They say there is 
strength in numbers. 
As Christians, we are 
called to follow Christ 
and live our lives 
spreading the Word 
and helping others. 
Sometimes, in our 
busy lives, we have 
every intention of   
doing this, but never 
seem to find the 
time. When a small 
Christian community makes a 
commitment to turn their faith into 
action, itôs  amazing how easy it 
becomes and how much good can 
be done.  
Over the years, St. James the 
Lesser small Christian community 
has taken on several projects. 
Most started as an idea from a 
single member and soon grew into 
a group effort. One of our first 
efforts was to make ñWelcome 
Boxesò for children who flee with 
their mothers to the Lee Conlee 
House due to domestic abuse.  
Each year, we also contribute to 
St. Jude Childrenôs Hospital, which 
we feel is a very worthy cause. 
Due to a memberôs personal con-
nection, we have monetarily and 
spiritually supported a dispirited 
woman prisoner, who has been   

incarcerated for four years for an 
unfortunate hit and run accident. 
This past year, we have visited the 
residents at a local nursing home, 
bringing them lap blankets, puz-
zles, books, and games to help 
brighten their days. Through all of 
our efforts, we have discovered 
that the joy you give to others is 
the joy that comes back to you!  
We close each of our meetings 

with prayer, for special intentions 

from the group and for the world 

at large.  By praying together, we 

not only support each other, but 

offer our hope for a better world, 

knowing that Jesus is among us, 

working with us in whatever we 

do. 

Growing in Faith   
as a Community 

Focus on St. James the Lesser  
Community 

by  Karen Lee, Facilitator 

St. James the Lesser Community: Patsy Kilgore, Diane 
Hawkins, Roy Hawkins, Pat Hoey, Jim Hoey, Karen Lee, 
Karen and Jim McMillan (not present:Stephanie Huskey) 

The next issueõs focus:  

St. Jude Community 

 

 



I think no one has described the true spirit of Christmas as beautifully and as effectively as Charles     

Dickens in his classic ñA Christmas Carolò.  Dickens had the vision of Christmas time based on love, 

joy, compassion and companionship. In his novel, he brilliantly depicts the spiritual journey of his 

character Scrooge from a miserable old miser to the very soul of Christmas joy and generosity.  The 

book depicts the sentimental aspects of Christmas which are now firmly ingrained in the season of 

Christmas in such a way that Christmas would be  unthinkable without them.  

Christmas, we know, celebrates the greatest gift of love from God our Father to the world, His own son 

Jesus Christ. It brings sentiments of thanksgiving, love, joy, peace and good will to all at the same time 

in our hearts.  We express these sentiments by giving gifts to each other, especially to the least fortunate among us.  If we 

donôt, we need to have a change of heart and mind as happened to Scrooge. 

After he was visited by the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present and Future, Scrooge changed from thinking that Christmas 

was a humbug and a waste of time to embracing Christmas and holding it close to his heart. The ghosts succeed in showing 

Scrooge, the errors of his ways and in reigniting the flame of his frozen heart.  

Dickens no doubt succeeded in reviving the Spirit of Christmas with his novel.  He also made sure the spirit of Christmas is 

something that should live in our hearts every day of the year.  That is what we hear Scrooge saying at the end, ñI will honor 

Christmas in my heart and try to keep it all the yearò.  As someone has said, ñhe who has not Christmas in his heart, will 

never find it under a treeò. Christmas is forever, not just for one day, for loving, sharing and giving are not put away, like 

bells and lights and tinsel, in some box upon a shelf. 

 

I am happy to note that St. Monica Catholic Church lives the Spirit of Christmas every day as you can see in all the reports 

about our loving, sharing and giving in this issue. I am particularly happy to note that this year our Angel Tree became bare 

much faster than any other year and boxes full of gifts for needy children are piling up in the office as I write this message. 

As Dickenôs character, Tiny Tim, prayed: ñGod bless us, everyone!ò.  

                                      Merry Christmas,   

                                  Father Ignatius Plathanam CMI 

 

 Many towns and cities in America know the day after Thanksgiv-

ing as Black Friday.  Since the 1920ôs, those who live in Palatka, 
know that it is the night for the Palatka Christmas Parade.  Every 

year there are many floats and entries and a crowd along both 
sides of the street to watch  the twelve block parade. This year 

St. Monica Catholic Church and the Knights of  Columbus Council 

5758 joined over 200 entries riding down St. Johns Avenue on 
November 26, 2010.  St. Monicaôs float portrayed the parade 

theme of ñO Christmas Treeò with the life of Jesus from a     
Christmas Tree, 

to His last tree, 
the cross.   It has 

become   Knightsô 
tradition to remind everyone each year to ñKeep Christ in Christmasò. In the    

picture to the left, you can see that  the  tradition of being in the Christmas    

Parade is handed down to even our little ones.     
    It took many hands to create each float. These hands   

represented the Small Christian Communities of              
St. Mathew, St Thomas, St. Jude, St. Peter and St.       

Bartholomew along with the youth.   As usual, our parish 
family and the members of the Knights of Columbus work 

hand in hand helping each other with whatever needs to be 
done for the parish.   

Christmas Parade 2010:   
ñO Christmas Treeò 

The Spirit of Christmas 

 from the Pastor  

Message   



We live the Christmas Spirit every day by serving the community:  

¶ Our dedicated volunteers who come every Tuesday and Thursday to the St. Monica Food Pantry, distributed food to 

24,000 people during the past twelve months.  Four of our Small Christian Communities helped families during the holidays 
by making lovely food     baskets for Thanksgiving.  

¶      Our parishioners has helped the financial needs of those less fortunate this year by sending 

$2,400.00 to   

        Palatka Christian Services and $3,600.00 to Catholic  Charities.  
 

¶   Our Ladies Guild has shown their love by their commitment to provide a home cooked Thanks-

giving dinner for the residents at Barry Manor  and a birthday party for the residents 
of Crestwood Nursing Home every year.  They also give monetary donations to Lee 

Conlee House, The Womenôs Center, Toys for Tots, and St. Gerard House. In addi-

tion, Catholics who are homebound or in nursing homes were wished Merry Christmas 
when they received Christmas Cards with a Mass card sent by the Ladies Guild, along 

with the Christmas cookies baked by our Youth.    
 

¶ Our parishioners reached out to the children whom Catholic Charities serve. The 

children will be surprised by the generous gifts from our Angel Tree Project  on  

Christmas morning.  
¶ For the second year, The First Baptist Church, The First Presbyterian Church and   

St. Monica Catholic Church joined together to offer the whole Palatka community a fun afternoon at the Swampfest  on 

October 30, 2010.   

    This year St. James Methodist Church also joined in the fun.   Over 1,600 people came to enjoy the three blocks of festiviti es 

down Oak  Street in Palatka.  They played games for candy like: twister, checkers, bean bag and hoola hoop tosses, ladder 
golf, fishing and more.  The children and those who have a childôs heart used their imagination with face paintings and friendly 

costumes.  Childrenôs laughter was heard from the bounce houses, bounce horse races, inflatable slides, train rides, hay rides, 
hay maze and even at the dunkin booth.   

 Many children began their day with the Palatka Costume Parade, which even included pets down St. Johns Avenue. When the 
children finished the parade they ended up entering the Swampfest. The only fee for the whole day was a donation of canned 

goods for the  St. Monica Food Pantry. 

It is Christmas Every Day at St. Monica 

   Over 1600 people played games 
Rode the train Filled Oak Street 

Explored the obstacle Raced ponies and much more.         Tested their aim 

Cookies packaged with care 

 



Mary Dobbs Honored  

by St. John the Evangelist Ladies Guild  

Upcoming Events of the Parish... 

CCF classes resume   January 2              10:30am 

SCCommunities Social     January 8               5:30 pm  

Book Discussion                January 11             6:00 pm 
ñHaving a Mary Heart in a Martha Worldò 

Miracle on the Hudson Dinner Jan 22        6:00 pm    

ñWhy Catholic?ò         Week of March 13th 

Kudos to parishioner Mary Dobbs 
who was honored November 21st at        
St. John the Evangelist Catholic 
Church, Inter lachen on the            
25th Anniversary of their Ladies 
Guild.  A plaque of appreciation was         
presented by Father Bob Napier for 

her service to St. John the Evangelistôs Ladies 
Guild. Back in 1985 when Mary served as     
President of the St. Augustine Deanery, she as-
sisted the St. John Guild in becoming a reality.  
Since that time the group has annually met their 
objectives to render assistance to the Pastor, 
reached out to serve others spiritual, physical 
and financial needs, and developed spiritual and 
social lives of its parishioners and the Interlachen 
community. 

 

Not so Silent Night by Becca McCoy 

On December 5th our hall was 
transformed into a tea room by 
the St. Monica Music Ministry 
as they hosted the North Flor-
ida preview of Becca McCoyôs 

ñA Not So Silent Nightò production. Becca 
filled the room with her beautiful voice. Offering her 
inimitable style to Christmas, the audience of  parish-
ioners and friends journeyed from celebrating the birth 
of our Lord in Act 1 to more snazzy and contemporary 

songs in Act 2. Not only did 
Becca put her flair to the 
classics, but she gifted the  
listeners with renditions of 
newly arranged Christmas   
collections. Proceeds went     
towards 2011 Lenten Mission 
with Grayson Brown. 

ñMiracle on the Hudsonò Survivor 

Casey Jones Speaks and Signs 

  Come meet Casey Jones, the last 
person off the wing of US Airway 
Flight 1549 that landed in the     
Hudson River on January 15, 2009.  
Casey will move you as he speaks of 
his terrifying experience and inspire 
you as he shares how it has changed 
his life.  

 Saturday January 22, 2011   

Fish Fry Dinner 6:00 P.M. $10.00  St. Monica Hall, Palatka 
Talk and Book Signing immediately following dinner  

Advance Tickets available by calling 325 -9777.  

Father Ignatius Honored  

at St. Thomas School, India  

Founders Honored at Silver Anniversaries 

In 1985 Father Ignatius       

established St. Thomas School.  

He pioneered a   quality Eng-

lish education in     Mahuva, 

Gujarat, India. He built a 

strong foundation for hundreds 

of students who are excelling 

in different fields in India and 

in different parts of the world. 

St. Thomas became the model 

school and now has 1200     

students from kindergarten to 12th grade.  Father  led  

the students with the motto: ñDeeper, Broader, Higher  

Everydayò.  Father  Ignatius was honored at the silver 

jubilee celebration on November 1, 2010.  Father had a 

grand reunion with  several of his former students and 

staff.  He will always have lasting memories of this 

grand colorful event by the pictorial gift he was given.   
 


