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Relishing and Living Our Catholic identity

Our Catholic faith is the same as the soap
in the story of the rabbi and the soap
maker (/nsert left) . Someone who left the
Catholic church and returned to it after 30
year s says, fil
Catholic Church. The problem for me was
that | was in the church but the church was
not in me. | always knew what God
wanted me to do, but | did what | wanted
to do. | had deceived myself into be-
lieving that Sundays belonged to God, but
the week belonged to

Unless you build your faith and nurture it, it
will die a natural death. Learning about
your faith will provide you with the tools
necessary to build your faith. If all the
faith building we receive is the one hour on
Sunday, it is unlikely that our faith will
grow.

If you do not know the richness and depth

of your Catholic fait
wonot have any stron
you wonot live it an

tions it, you will falter and waver. We see

many Catholics who do not practice their
faith, going to Eastern countries and faiths
seeking spiritual solace. This happens be-
cause they do not enjoy or relish the rich-

ness of what we have in our faith and prac-

tices.

As Mathew Kelly says in his popular book,

-culturalism. True Catholicism is about the
cultivation of virtues that nurture the best
ver s/ on o f The chieftoslin our
effort to nurture the best version of our-

n e v e rselvpshayes stucya df ithg Bible eahdt Cate-

chism, prayer, and the sacraments espe-
cially the Eucharist, which is the center and
the high point of our Christian life and

which defines our true identity as Catholics.
We are a Eucharistic people brought to-
gether each week by Jesus to share His
holy .méal to become His community in
communion with Him; and we are sent out

from the sanctuary into the world to share

His love with everyone.

Once we learn our faith and are sure of our
Catholic identity, and experience the rich-
ness of grace available in our church, we
will be in a better position to relate to peo-
ple of other faiths with a firm footing with-
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ompyiges in qup RAGSH engaged ig gro-
grams | i ke n

LIC JEOPARDY.

| do hope when we grow in our faith and

fellowship through our participation in

Small Christian Communities which em-
brace all of our parishioners, we will be
able to better appreciate and relish the rich
treasures of our Catholic faith and bear

ARedi scover i ng/A (Cathhoo IPPRETUHRESS to it as a Community of

will renew itself and regain its ennobling
place in the larger culture only if Catholics
are willing to have the courage to take on
spiritual discipline and live a gospel counter

Communities.

Bringing the Good News of the Parish to You
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In Appreciation To Those Who Have Served Our Community ...

In Honor of the Year of the Priest In Memory of Former Pastor Leon

All Priests who have served our community were honored

at the Year of the Priest Dinner sponsored by the Knights Father Antonio G. Leon, pastor of
of Columbus Council 5758. St. Monica Catholic Church (1964

1965), was called back to the Lord
on Saturday, March 13, 2010, two
weeks prior to his official retirement
as Pastor of Immaculate Conception.
Father Leon had been a priest for 52
years. After only two years of the
priesthood, Archbishop Joseph Hurly
recruited him to serve the Diocese
of Saint Augustine, which he did pas-
sionately with hard work in many parishes. He is cred-
ited with bringing to the diocese the Cursillo Movement,
which began in 1949 from his home country of Spain as a
Christian renewal effort. Father Leon stated that he was
humbled that the program had produced more than
The priests who were able to attend ( from left to right ) were: 2,000 deeply involved lay people and 20 priests. Bishop

Rev. Timothy Lindenfelser who has celebrated Mass and Gal eone sai d, AFat her Leon was
sacraments with us; Rev. Alan Bower, Chaplain of Shands be sorely missed. 0
Hospital, who celebrated Mass during Fatherodos absence;

Rev. Jim May, who had wings of angels as he traveled |n Appreciation of Stewardship
Hwy 17 while serving both Palatka and Crescent City in

2005; Rev. Bob Napier, who is a former parishioner and  Fat Tuesday this year certainly was festive when

always there when we call; Rev. Ignatius Plathanam, Father Ignatius celebrated with his
current pastor and the energy dedicated stewards of time and
behind all that we do; and, talent with a Mardi Gras Dinner. As
Rev. Joseph Finlay, retired you can see (to the let) Cris David got
pastor of St. Monica, who in the spirit! St. Monica Parish is so
served us for 18 years. blessed to have over 130 parishion-
ers who give of themselves. These
At the dinner, Joe Welsh, volunteers represent almost 30% of
Grand Knight opened the our parish. Thank you so much or
evening with AJA Prayer|lad ORNew Orleans woul d
Priests and Priestly Vocgaeéubogpngc‘).
He presented each priest with * ‘
a framed Certificate of ,Q UDWLWXGH IRU )U (VHNH
Appreciation which st aCredtedihTChrist

solidarity with our priests in appreciation for dedicated _ _ o
and devoted service to our Dyinggu tereegay Parishivission on iasch §10thERew Tory |

Eseke enthusiastically reminded us that:

who has given us two memorable missions, and former
pastor Rev. Thomas Walsh (19791987) were unable to 1) How and when we are called by God
. . we need to answer Him;

a}ttend but al.s.o received recogni- 2) If our dreams are disconnected from

tion and certificates. God, they will fail;
3) Having a real connection (open com-

Over 100 people on behalf of munication) with God is the best

St. Monica Catholic Church, diffuser for fear and anxiety;

came to express appreciation for 4) If we stay connected, then when the jour-

each and every priest who has ney becomes hard, strength will come by us
accepting more grace; and,

given the many years of leader- ) :
5) Lowering our fears increases our relaxa-

ship, gwdance_ and  assistance tion and joy, which is a happiness that only God can give from a
that has sustained us through- true spiritual attitude, because Happiness is not consequences but
out our 150 years here in an attitude. So for true happiness, let us trade with God, our
Palatka. burdens for His Grace.




