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Our Small Christian Community has 
been together from the second  session.  
We have grown in many ways since 
those days of RENEW. We have had 
people come and go, and each one has 
left their mark on our hearts.  We will 
always be very thankful for their input.  
Especially, Lois Townsend, she always 
had some further insight for us on our 
readings.  We have become a very close 
and trusting family; we share our ups 
and downs along with the joys and  
sorrows. The last session we enjoyed 
some new members who not only 
added insight to our religious discus-
sions, but a lot of colorful memories 
from their families and friendships they 
shared over their years at St Monica.  
And, we had one who had lost their way 
and has come back to church and our 
group.   

 Over the years we have done some 
neat projects to help the needy that we 
all have enjoyed doing and will continue 
in the future.  It‟s easy doing more with 
God leading us down this wonderful 
path of our faith. 

 I have asked some of the members of  
St Jude SCC what their thoughts and 
experiences are from our meetings:  

“We are there to help each other 
through whatever happens in our lives.  
If possible, to take the love God has 

given to us and share it, to spread His 
word even though it may be to some 
one in our group.”  Another felt that 
their faith has gotten stronger through 
these sessions.  Another  enjoys our 
discussions; “I learn something new 
each meeting or look at it from a differ-
ent perspective, we may not always 
agree on the subject at hand, but it 
makes you stop and think.” 
Over the years the talents of the   dif-
ferent people who have shared their 
bible knowledge and experience in the 
Catholic Faith have heightened my de-
sires to learn more every week.  My 
friends in our group continue to make 
me a little more knowledgeable each 

week.  We were blessed with two fami-
lies we supported in our local commu-
nity with Thanksgiving meals.  We all 
thanked God and asked Him to share a 
Special Blessing for each  family. It was 
a privilege to help   people temporarily 
having a problem in life. God always 
knows and responds. We always close 
with a prayer for each other, the poor 
and hungry, the sick, our troops all over 
the world, and our beautiful unborn 
children subject to abortion.   

 

Growing in Faith   
as a Community 

Focus on St. Jude Community 
by  Cathy Maus,  Facilitator 

St. Jude Community: Back: Bill Maus, Tony Wheeler, Tommy Dobbs, Maribel Wheeler, Cathy 
Dobbs, Cathy Maus, Lois and Joe Boucher  Sitting:  Alberto and Cris David, Sherley Geonzon and Jim 
Townsend.  Missing: John Wheeler and Sally Malloy and in memory of Lois Townsend.  

The next issue’s focus:  

      St. Simon Community 

Bringing the Good News of the Parish to You 



Knights of Columbus Continue to Save Lives 
On February 1st, our Knights of Columbus were recognized at our Ladies Guild‟s Annual Respect Life Shower. Linda 

Faw,      Executive Director of A Women's Resource Center and April Curtis, Violence Prevention Coordinator of Lee 

Conlee House, were the guest speakers. Ms. Faw expressed continued appreciation for our Knights of Columbus for 

their donation of a sonogram machine in 2005. Even to this day, ladies are benefiting from their efforts.  She reported 

that last year the Resource Center had forty six pregnant young ladies come in for help and advice concerning their 

unplanned pregnancies. Due to having the     sonogram machine, these ladies were able to see their unborn child while 

considering abortion.  Forty-five of these mothers chose to keep their babies to full term. Ms. Curtis reminded our la-

dies that the Lee Conlee House provides shelter for abused mothers and children in our community.  Many personal, 

household and monetary items were collected and given to the guest speakers. 

St. Monica Helps Build Houses- So Families Can Build Homes 
As we were celebrating our Lord 

making a home here on earth, our 
parishioners joined local volunteers 

and others from Wisconsin in building 
three houses: one here in Palatka and 

two in Interlachen. One week in 

January each year is called a Blitz 
Build and is    sponsored by Putnam 

Habitat for Humanity. By week's end 
the houses are at a dried in stage 

with the outside of the houses being 

finished. When our friends from Wis-
consin leave, our local volunteers 

work together until the houses are 
complete and dedicated.   

Over the last twelve years many of 
our    Ministries from St. Monica have 

come out to help. Our youth group, 

Thirst, our Knights of Columbus and 
during Habitat‟s Women‟s Build many 

of our St. Monica ladies led the build. 
Our caring and generous parishioners 

have given many hours of their time 

and talents and keep coming back 
year after year like our Wisconsin 

volunteers. We feel like we are all good friends and the Wisconsin volunteers are a part of our extended family, not just 
visitors. Each year we can‟t wait to see them and catch up on their lives. Many are now former students and are out in 

the work force. Some of their careers include a Physical Therapist in a VA Hospital, a Construction    Supervisor for the 
Milwaukee Habitat for Humanity, a University Graduate Fellow at Penn State studying Ecology (and was here recently 

for the Necropsy of the Right Whale in St. Augustine), a Student Lawyer, Physics RA, Statistics RA, Doctor of Mathemat-

ics, a Chef and one just got a job working with the National Boys Scouts of America. Their true spirit for volunteerism is 
contagious. Some actually take time off from work to come to Florida to volunteer. They not only pay their way down, 

work for free and cover their lodging expenses, but they also give the affiliate a monetary donation every year to help 
out with the other affiliate expenses for the week. It‟s a win-win situation for our small affiliate, which has a small vol-

unteer base and a limited budget to keep it going. Originally, the Madison volunteers started out with Palatka as their 

only build, but have also worked on builds in Crescent City, Interlachen and Marion County. This year you can also find 
some doing volunteer work in Nepal, Kenya and Costa Rica, all programs that grew out of their annual Palatka visits. 

The St. Monica group felt blessed to have such dedicated people to share the workload and they inspired us with their          
unselfishness, and dedication to the Habitat philosophy, “It‟s not a hand out but a hand up”. It‟s always an exciting, 

rewarding, fun-filled and productive week and we take a great deal of satisfaction in the work that is accomplished. We 
know we are  building up the kingdom of God each time we can help move a family into clean, affordable and safe 

housing for the first time. If you are interested in lending a hand or making a contribution contact the affiliate at 325-5862. 
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2011 St. Monica’s  Crew: 

Jim McMillian, Daniel and Charlene Shepard,  

Lillian Morgan, Gloria Criger, and Doug Mackey  

Not Pictured: Karen McMillan, Gary Rummel and  

John Blaskowski  

Wisconsin Volunteers 

proudly spell out Habitat 

on the roof of the 2011 Pa-

latka house, they helped 

build . 
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Casey Jones Shared with Us the Power of Faith, Love and Hope  

When His and 155 Lives were Saved from the Hudson River   
  By Diane Mutchie 

 

I, for one, am glad that I was one of the nearly 100 parishioners 

and friends who came to hear Casey Jones speak of his  experi-

ence during the "Miracle on the Hudson" US Airway Flight 1549. 
As Casey unfolded the events of January 15, 2009, he reminded 

us about the power of faith, love and hope. 

 
The power of faith was the first to be revealed to Casey. For it 

was his faith that he reached for when the plane began to de-
scend faster than it should have – he automatically began to 

pray the Hail Mary. Then as the crash became inevitable, he   
prepared himself to die and prayed the Act of Contrition. He was 

not ready to die, but was no longer afraid to die. He could have 

spent these last moments worrying, but he prayed instead and 
was given comfort. These prayers were his first of many lessons. 

As Casey was standing on the wing of the US Airway Plane float-
ing upon the Hudson River, he learned that if you wait your turn, 

the Lord will help you. Even though at different times it should 

not have been, Casey ended up being the last survivor rescued 
from the wing. It was only until he had been rescued and sitting 

in the ferry boat, did he realize how cold it really had been to 
stand on a New York River in January for seventeen minutes.  

Since Casey had his mind on one thing, the weather had not  

bothered him.  So if we can just keep our eyes on one thing, the 
Lord, other  distractions will not affect or bother us either.    Ca-

sey also learned that when we think that we have things under 
control and handling them, we are not, God is.  Casey's mother 

replayed the "calming" messages that he had left for her so that she would not worry about him. Upon hearing his 
voice, Casey heard a voice that was anything but calm and controlled.   

 

The power of love was revealed throughout the five hour ordeal, but most profoundly when he arrived at his hotel.  
He had finally had a chance to look at himself in the mirror. There he saw a homeless man's reflection, at no fault of his 

own, yet he felt embraced by the love of strangers. His chest was dry by a shirt that was too small, but had been given 
off the back of the ferry worker.  And his legs were dry by wearing pants that were way too big, but were brought to 

him by a stranger. 

 
The power of hope is what he received as he reflects on these short five hours of his life.  The hope that he can        

encourage all who he meets to:   "Embrace your dreams, embrace your goals, embrace your family.  Embrace every-
thing and everyone around you.  Find someone you love, tell them you love them and don‟t ever stop telling them.  On    
January 15, 2009 at 3:31pm, Captain Sullenberger told us to 'Brace for Impact.'  Today, I encourage you to „Embrace 
for Impact.‟  It will change your life!" 
 
As I looked around St. Monica's Hall that night, we were also shown the power of 

faith, love and hope.  Faith because many of us believe that it was God's hands that 

held that plane on top the Hudson River until everyone had been rescued.  Love was 

seen from the Knights of Columbus #5758 who offered up many hours to cook and 

serve a delicious fish dinner as we socialized before meeting Casey Jones.  And our 

Ladies Guild who offered up their skills in baking many desserts. So I am convinced, 

Casey is right.  For it is the power of Hope, that lets us embrace life and learn from all 

the lessons which are presented to us daily. 



Hole in One 
2011 Chrysler 200 

Beck Chrysler Dodge Jeep  

Hole in One 
2011 Chrysler 200 

Beck Chrysler Dodge 

St. Monica  

Youth Benefit 

Golf Classic 

April 16, 2011 

Palatka  Golf Course 

I would like to become a sponsor/player 

at the level indicated below: 

___  Hole Sponsor $100.00 per sign 

___  Golf Cart Sponsor $ 50.00 per team      

____     Player Fee        $ 50.00 per player 

___ Mulligan tickets       $   5.00  each 

 $ 10.00  for three  

___     Raffle tickets  $  1.00  each 

___     Putting Tickets  $  5.00  for two  
 

Sorry, I will not be able to attend.  However, please  

accept the enclosed charitable contribution in the 

amount of : ____________ 

All contributions over $100 received prior to April 8th 

will receive a sponsor sign.  
 

TOTAL FEES ENCLOSED   $   ___________ 
 

Please make check payable and mail with this cutout to  

St. Monica Catholic Church 

114 South 4th Street 

Palatka, FL 32177 

For more information: 

email us at stmonicacatholic@bellsouth.net 

Call 386- 325-9777 or Andy Hertz, Golf Pro at 386- 329-0141 

St. Monica Catholic Church invites you to join us in 

our Youth Benefit Golf Classic  This tournament 

will help subsidize the  activities of our children   

including their summer trip to a National Youth 

Conference and their education. There are  different 

ways to participate. You can become a sponsor for a 

hole,  team cart or raffle prize  or you can 

enter as a player or a team. 

Grayson Warren Brown is an inter-
nationally known liturgical composer, 

author, recording artist and speaker.  
He began his liturgical ministry in the 

late 1960‟s in a small inner city parish 

in New York City.  It was there that he 
learned how significant an authentic 

and spirit filled experience of worship 
can be to those in need of hope.   His 

down to earth approach to liturgy and    
scripture, coupled with his dynamic 

speaking style, has made him one of 

the most sought after presenters in the 
United States today. Through his    

concerts, workshops and parish      
missions, Grayson has helped       

thousands to “stir into flame” that 

spirit that God has given him. 

Upcoming Events of the Parish... 

Lenten Fridays 6 pm  Stations of the Cross w/Fish Fry 
March 29 8 pm  Confession following Mission 
April 15 7 pm  Living Stations by Youth  
April 16  8 am  Youth Benefit Golf Classic 
May 1     9 am  Confirmation 
May 8                9 am  First Communion 
May 22              9 am  High School Seniors Mass  
June 20ð24 9 amïNoon Vacation Bible School  
 

QQQQQ-  St. Monica Catholic ChurchQQQ- 
Presents 

Power of Faith  
Parish Mission 

With  

Grayson Warren Brown 
ññññññññññññññññññ- 

For more information, please contact the Parish Office 
386-325-9777 

stmonicacatholic@bellsouth.net 

 

St. Monica Catholic Church 
114 South 4th Street 

Palatka, FL 32177 

SundayðTuesday 
March 27-29, 2011 
7:00 pmð8:30 pm 

 
Donôt miss this 

opportunity             
for Spiritual         

Renewal.  
Plan to attend and 

bring a friend!  


