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Growing in Faith
as a Community

Focus on St. Thomas Community
by Charlene Shepard, Facilitator

When Father Ignatius presented the idea of each
Small Christian Community (SCC) taking on a
saintods name, we wer e
would have the opportunity to represent one of

each other and feel like we are part of
each ot her os fam
weekly gatherings, we grew in friend-
ship and there was a growing trust
between us. That trust was not evi-
dent at first but it evolved as more
individuals shared their unique experi-
ences about their faith. There was one
individual who shared about losing her
Catholic faith for personal reasons, but
ip Xater tyeard regameld hiro faith.d

2l 1

Another who felt his spouse who is

the major disciples whom Jesus chose and built very devout brought him to the St. Thomas CommunityMary Dobbs, Glenna Barrows

Hi s church wupon, i ke
a dinner for the Small Christian Communities, each
facilitator fished for

our breath. St. Thomas was the saint we drew.
We all started out with much trepidation. We did-
ndt want to be known
community, o but
learned that St. Thomas was a steadfast believer
in Christ, a loyal friend and willing to die for Christ
(John 11:16). As we gathered together, and
through sharing our faith, we found we were actu-

ally much like Saint Thomas. Many in our commu-
nity are  cradle Catholics, along with a few con-
verts, but we all share a deep belief in our Lord.

For many of us, our Small Christian Community
has been a life-changing experience. No matter
where you are in your spiritual life, it will change

you. For most of us it has been many years since
we really focused on the history of our religion
and now we have a completely different under-
standing of what we learned as children. It has
become very clear that it is vital for a person to
practice his or her faith daily, in many different

ways, in order for their faith to remain strong in

this modern world.

As we gathered together for the first time we
shared things about ourselves, our families, and
other small things, so we could begin to know
each other. We shared our phone numbers, ad-
dresses, birthdates so we could keep in touch with

a $St. Moihioa.
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Catholic but has attended many other
éhurcbes Bearching to falfdl the emptia
ness he had felt. We pray that we can
help them find that fulfilment here at

fidoubting Thomas

our research we
Each time we gather, we listen to Scripture, have

di scussions, and pray.
are learning what our Creed states and the mean-
ing behind the words we say each time we come
to Mass. As we read the Scriptures, we discuss our
individual thoughts and beliefs of what Jesus was
teaching His people. We often find it amazing that
we can see connections, even in these modern
days, to Christos
everyday lives.
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Last summer we continued to gather together and
l'istened t o a program

Scratch. 0 | t-weekgpmgran asdieach
week we were more anxious than the next to hear
more. The history and traditions we learned from
that program were very enlightening and the dis-

cussions that followed were rewarding and bonded
us closer together.

Many of the religious and parish activities over this
past year we experienced together. One example
was during Lent. Each
Way of the Cross. o0 As
spiritual strength following the Stations of the

P Gathblic Baith. Rreit anothet whe isiJRBNY) IBlaskowski, Lillian Morgan, Marilyn & Day
gers, Agnes Imbierowski, Gloria Criger, Bill Walw

arbag}a Faunce, Charlene Shepard, F

rt or,ovfhey Balf, IAndy & Laura Hall, and in memory

Cross and your convictions grew just knowing that
so many others believe the same as you do.

Fgsher hasrngludadveh memiees ofiih parish tg
SCC. Those not participating in a SCC are ex{
tended members of their community. Since we
want our extended members to experience
the friendship and camaraderie we share; we
wrote to each one of them and explained that
they are now a part of the  St. Thomas Commu-

t e ac h ity Yve offgradcthery pspistapce in ghaimphysica!

needs and prayers for their spiritual needs.

Part of the dismissal rite of the Mass is the com-
reand thattwe take theiVgped ofiGpd taiothers. Wer
ead maccomplish this by Evangelization and exam-
ple each and everyday. Christs ai d t o P
my sheep. 0 We are His d
are His Church, and we must feed His sheep, both
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physically and spiritually.

There are 13 Small Christian Communities here at St.
Monica. Each one has its own dynamic and time for
meeting but there is one that is suited just for you.

Come and join us! We are calling, and Christ is calling

| you to join your Church family. We are to be Christ to
all so that they might come to know, love and serve
' the Father.

Saint Monica Catholic Church

386 -325-9777

stmonicacatholic ~ church.com

114 South 4th Street, Palatka, FL 32177



Our Youthful Community...

This year our children Plunged into Christ during

’)* E " Vacation Bible School under the leadership

. different theme brought out in skits, bible stories,

had new adventures every day. Each day had a

Lori Malhoit,

Master Gardener,
taught the children
how to have Faith
that a little seed
will become a
strong and beauti-
ful flower, just like
they will become.

Obey, Obey Oh, Obey the Lord

Monday set the week off with learning about Obedience. Our
young children became fishers of men, catching fish in nets during
their wall hangings and netting gold fish.

7 X HV G e was Worship and water was seen throughout the
day. The children made water bottle pouches, that they can use all
summer, and ate living water floats.

: H G Q H V GHame  was Courage. The kids sang and danced to
"JHDU 1RW :KHUH (YHU , JRpy PDGH 6WRUP\
Squirt and Ship Wrecked along with eating a Jello Surprise.

Thursday -v W K H P it DTis day the children made Walk on
Water Cookies and made Flip Flop picture frames, which some used as
J)DWKHU-V 'D\ SUHVHQWYV ZKLFK EURXJKW

Friday V. WKHP Berdda. V On this day the children were re-
minded how even though they may be small they still have helping
hands for others. And sometimes we do not only serve with our
hands, but our feet also, so spiritual sandals were made as snacks.

Sunday is always a special day, but the excitement all week was
building to show the whole congregation three of the songs that the
children learned throughout the week.

Our true lifesavers for the week, were our teachers Diane Hawkins,
Carol Burridge and Anne Downey, the special helper, Beth Williams,
and our energized teens: Heather Mutchie, Luke Mutchie, Andrea
Ecker, Katrina Rogers, Branden Rogers, Taylor Downey, Kelsey
Downey and Tucker Williams. (photo below) Friday when three of
our teens had to leave for Steubenville, our former teens: Ashley
Ecker, Shelby Knutson and Ethan Hawkins came back and became
life preservers!! (Photo below)
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