
Seven of our youth 

reunited with their 

friends from  St. Luke 

Catholic Church in 

Middleburg as together 

they joined thousands 

of other youth to     

experience, ROOTED, 

the 2011 Steubenville 

Youth Conference.  

During the conference, 

the roots of their faith 

were strengthened by 

listening to exciting 

s p e a k e r s  w h o          

emphasized that the 

true identity of each of 

the youth is Jesus 

Christ, not in the things 

around them. More 

profoundly, their faith 

grew with the root of  

our faith, the Eucharist, during Masses 

and powerful times of Exposition and 

Adoration. 
 

It is always wonderful  to see our youth 

interact with youth from other parishes 

and act like roots and become inter-

twined (as evident in the picture above).  

This closeness gave the youth strength 

and support as they experienced the  

intense weekend and faith sharing with 

each other. 
 

On the trip home and during the Reunion 

Dinner at St. Luke, most of the youth 

were eager to give a testimony of their 

weekend. Even though each youth’s  

testimony told how their experience  

with God was different and personal, 

each testimony was similar because it 

spoke of the common seed of God's love 

and forgiveness.  Since faith sharing is 

confidential, none of the testimonies can 

be shared here, but those who were    

present were privileged to hear the    

intense and intimate relationships the 

youth has with God. 
 

Allowing the youth from different     

parishes to spend time and share their 

faith together was also a wonderful   

lesson.  These youth are approaching a 

time of replanting as they prepare to 

leave their home parish to go off to   

college.  This interaction taught them the 

support that is given by planting them-

selves around those with the same faith. 

If they make such a garden of friendship 

when they are away, they will be able to 

protect each other yet grow to their full 

potential, producing the fruit for the 

Lord. As Fr. Ignatius said to our     

graduating seniors, "Go and blossom 

where you are planted." 

In addition to our youth, two of our young 

adults, Matt Harris and Reyna Ecker,    

experienced this amazing conference.  

However, Matt and Reyna's viewpoint was 

from behind the scene, since they joined 

other 20 year olds as part of the "Mercy 

Crew" and assisted the staff and teens  

during the weekend. In return, the      

members of “Mercy Crew” were given    

special time with one of the guest speakers 

and had opportunities to hear God and pray 

for the grace to respond.  As with the 

youth, Matt mentioned that he enjoyed 

speaking with and connecting with other 

young adults form different parishes.  Most 

importantly, he would highly recommend 

this experience to anyone who can go. 
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by Maggie Sheridan 

Two other St. Monica Seniors were not able to attend the Mass 

honoring our Graduates: Miguel Dejuk, a graduate of Pedro 
Menendez High School who is studying at the University of 

South Florida; and Carly Egan, a Palatka High Graduate, who 
is pursuing her talent in art at Flo Arts.  

 

St. Joseph Academy Honor graduate, 

Heather Mutchie was awarded the 
Altar Server’s Award.  It was         

St. Monicaôs way of appreciating this 
young teenager for her dedication and     

stewardship.  If you have been at Mass 

during the last six years, it would be 
hard not to know Heather.  When she wasnôt serving as 

an  Altar Server, she was a Reader or a Cantor.  She was 
also active in the Youth group. Her favorite events were     

Vacation Bible School and Steubenville Youth Conferences.  
She feels that these were two wonderful enrichments for 

the young members of our church that Father Ignatius 

brought to St. Monica. Heather thanks St. Monica Parish 
for offering her a haven from the world, a family where 

you can always find a friendly face.  She is pursuing her 
bachelor degree at the University of West Florida. 

  

Thank you Heather for demonstrating that even teenagers 
can be wonderful stewards!  And always remember what 

Fr. Ignatius told you, ñEven if you become a Supreme 
Court Justice, it is still a great honor to be an Altar Server, 

serving the Lord at His table.ò 

Sean Daley is a Palatka High Honor 

Graduate.  As he reflected back on his life 
here at St. Monica he is thankful for all the 

support he received. The opportunity to 
have friends that share my same beliefs 

has strengthened me in my faith and   

making good decisions in my life.ò  Sean 
was the stealth of the Youth Group. You 

would not hear much from him, but he was 
always there when you needed him, especially during Vacation 

Bible School week.  
 

Sean is working at Hitchcockôs as he earns money to add to his 
Bright Future Scholarship in his pursuit of a degree in criminology 

at St. Johns River State College.   

Palatka High School Honor Graduate,    

Michael Martin, never expected September 

26, 2010 to change his life ï but thatôs  

exactly what it did. 
 

Thanks to the Rotary Youth Exchange,  

Michael will be living abroad in Brazil for 

the next year.  After many interviews and a 
grueling application process, December 

12th brought this dream to a reality.  
 

After being accepted into the program, Michael began perfecting 

his study of Portuguese, eager to establish one of the new skills 

he would need while living abroad. This would be Michaelôs first 
visit to a foreign country. Though he was excited for all of these 

new adventures to begin, Michael still had to come to terms with 
what he would be leaving behind. Saying goodbye to family is 

never an easy task, and when asked how those close to him 
were responding, he said, ñMost of my friends just donôt under-

stand why I want to go... and to Brazil of all places.ò While his 
family has been supportive throughout the entire process,     

Michael is definitely aware of the big change taking place. He 

said itôs a rather interesting experience to watch his parents see 
him become this new, far more independent person. 

St. Monica Honors Class of 2011 
It has been a tradition here at St. Monica to honor our  

graduating seniors for many years.  Three years ago, a new 
tradition was added which was to award two graduates.  The 

2011 Recipients were:  
 

Ernie (Bubba) Silcox IV, a Palatka High 
Honor Graduate, was awarded the 

$1,000 St. Monica Jubilee Memorial 
Scholarship for his dedication and      

compassion to the community, his school, 

his family and least not his faith.  This 
young man has been recognized through-

out his high school years as being someone special.  In his 
senior year, he was awarded Outstanding Senior and Putnam 

Countyôs Young Man in a Million. For his school he played 
football and soccer and weight lifted.  All four years, he was  

on Student Council and a member of the Beta Club.  Ernie 
volunteered for the community on Hope FM Radio Station, at 

Kiwanis of Palatka Concession Stand during football games, 

the Enchanted Ravines, Blue Crab Festival and Keep Putnam 
Beautiful.  He also was very active in Christ Independent 

Methodist Youth Group.  In addition to all this, Ernie found 
time to work at the Northeast Florida Educational            

Consortium. 
 

As for Ernieôs philosophy, he states ñI am a stranger to none.. 
I try to get to know every person I meet and form a bond of 

friendship... so I can adopt them as my extended family.ò  
His favorite scripture is from Hebrews 11:6, ñBut without faith 
it is impossible to please Him, for anyone who approaches 
God must believe that He exists, and that he rewards those 
who seek Him.ò 
 

Ernie will complete his associate degree from St. Johns River 
State College and then pursue bachelor and master degrees 

in History from the University of Florida, and become a    
History teacher. 

While the majority of Michaelôs time 

abroad will be spent in a Brazilian high 
school, he is extremely eager to explore 

his new surroundings and really assimilate 
into the culture there. When asked how 

this new environment might affect his 
faith, Michael responded, ñWell, Brazil is a 

predominantly Catholic country which 
means Iôll be very much in the main-

stream while Iôm there.ò  
 

Michael believes, besides a ton of photos and some really great 
friendships, the most important thing he can bring back to our 

parish is his story, his personal experience of being abroad and 
how that experience has forever changed his life.  
 

You can follow Michaelôs Brazilian adventure on his blog at: 

http://michaelaobrasil.blogspot.com            



ñEvery tree in the forest 

will sing joyful songs to 

the Lordò1 Chronicles 16:33  

In honor of our patron saint, 

St. Monica, we gathered on 
her feast day to celebrate 

our parish family with       

St. Monica Family Fest.  As 
usual, the afternoon was filled with laughter and  

getting to know one another better. Everyone of 
young heart had a wonderful afternoon, between the 

great food, the cake walk, and the outdoor games 
including the watermelon contest. This yearôs feature 

game was our version of ñMinute to Win Itò directed 

by Cindy Gilmore and our Youth. There were table 
and individual competitions so we all had fun!   

Baby Rattle
 

St. Monica Family Fest 
Face the Cookie 

Vacation Bible School: Godôs Rhythm of Life 

Hankie Pankie 

Marge Culbert’s  

95th Birthday 
 

A special luncheon for a    

special lady. Some have called 

her their ñMother Theresaò 
since she has helped them 

personally or was the first to 
help with their committees to 

help the poor or homebound. 
Margeôs compassion and kind-

ness to those in need goes 
way back before WW II, when 

she served as a Navy Air 

Nurse bringing the wounded 
home. Even in her 90ôs, Marge 

was serving the hungry at the 
Bread of Life Soup Kitchen, 

and visiting the homebound  
weekly, or celebrating holidays 

with them at Barry Manor and 
Crestwood.  

 

Happy Birthday, Marge! 

  We may say, ñGive me just a   
minuteò, but what can we really 

get done in a minute? 

For a week in June our little children were transported from the hot 

and smoky days of our summer into a lush rainforest as they walked 
into our hall for Vacation Bible School.  There they were reminded that 

God gives all living things gifts that need to shared, so the rhythm of 
life beats as God  composed it.  In our rainforest, we heard such joyful 

noises of the Lord in songs and laughter, while the children learned 
about the songs from even the small animals like frogs and birds. Such 

songs were heard when the children became Toucan birds, whose call 
sounds like "Dio te de" which means "God gives to youò. He also gives 

gifts to  the plants to share like shade, oxygen and even a whistle to 

the trees as the wind blows through them.  The children also learned 
that no matter how small something or someone is, the Lord still 

loves you.  For they saw it doesn't matter what size of seed you are, a 
little mustard seed or a big coconut (the largest seed), if you grow 

toward the Lord his love will produce great things.  Realizing the  
awesomeness of the gifts the Lord has given to us, especially His only 

Begotten Son, how can we do anything without thanking and praising 
the Lord. 
 

Our Children of the Rainforest were very thankful  to the  Lord for 

giving them such wonderful adults and teen volunteers who made 
their week so much fun!  One child stated, "That of all the VBS that I 
go to during the summer, yours is my favorite!" 

 



In Memory of Sister Eileen Patrick,  
a St. Monica Catholic School Teacher   

 

At the age of sixteen, Kathleen Hopkins 

announced her longing to be near God in 

religious life. On August 12, 1941 she took 
her vows as a Dominican Sister and the 

name of Sister Eileen Patrick, O.P. Her love of teaching 
became evident early.  From the beginning, she would 

be sure to give the boy students ñmanly tasksò, no sissy 
things for them.  Thank you Lord for giving us Sister 

Eileen to teach our First and Second Grades.   

New Words..Deeper Meaning, Same Mass  

 

As Catholics all across America learn the changes coming to the Mass beginning the coming   

Advent,  St. Monica Catholic Church, in her new tradition, has offered her parishioners a deeper 

understanding of changes in the Mass texts through Small Christian Communities.  With the 
guidance of Paul Turnerôs book, the Small Christian Communities have had opportunities not only 

to learn about the changes, and to faith share, but to rediscover each prayer and response    
during the Mass and their biblical base.  This experience has made the apostolic Church come to 

life through the Mass and our  Catholic faith.  If you were not able to participate in the Small 

Christian Communities, please keep reading the bulletin, keeping the bulletin inserts and    
checking  out the display poster on the changes of the prayers and  responses.  Thereby we can 

begin the new liturgical  year with great understanding.  The new translations will be in next 
yearôs Breaking Bread and there will be pew cards for guidance. 

BLUE MASS: On September 12, 2011 one could find a County Commissioner, Putnamôs Sherriff, 
Fire Chief, Assistant Chief of Police, EMS Chief, and many public safety personnel being honored at            
St. Monicaôs Blue Mass. This Mass is a celebration of faith in Catholic tradition honoring public 

safety personnel who protect and serve our community entrusting them and their families to Godôs 
protection and care.  
 

During the Mass, Father Ignatius reminded us not of the horror of 9/11, but of the loving response 

it caused.  He reflected on the perception of Fr. James Martin who ministered to the rescue work-
ers of 9/11.  Fr. Martin has stated that out of the hell on 9/11 he found grace. He experienced a modern living parable 

of a piece of Godôs kingdom that day, as the rescue workers were kind, compassionate, loving and unconcerned for 

themselves.  They were deeply influenced by the sacrifices which had already been made by those who had given their 
innocent lives.  Father also reminded us of the most innocent life which was taken by human hands, Jesus Christ, and 

that all of us need to be deeply influenced by His sacrifice and forgiveness as we live our lives.   

Day of Passing 

December 27, 2010 

Upcoming Events of the Parish... 
 
 

Oct 1 7 pm   Community Connection Dinner 
Oct 9          “Why Catholic?”  Session 4  
Oct 23           9 am  World Mission Rosary 
Oct 29          2 pm   Ecumenical Swampfest 
Dec 3           7 pm   Community Connection Dinner 
Dec 11          1 pm   Advent Auction    

“Whom Shall I Send?..  Is it I, Lord?ò   
 

Many times we do not see ourselves as others do.  That is why we were 
asked to reflect and to indentify the talents in each other and the ministry 

where they could  best serve our parish.   Many of those currently serving 
in a ministry have been serving for many years.  For example, Wilfred 

Luna who has been a very faithful Altar Server for many years and at age 
21 has finally asked to step down.  But who will take his place?  Any 

Catholic who has had First Communion and is at least in the Fifth Grade 

may be trained to be an Altar Server.  We currently have five adults   
serving for daily or Saturday Vigil Masses.  If you are not comfortable 

serving as an Altar Server, there are many other ministries where your 
talents are needed. 
 

May we have the grace and strength from God, like Isaiah and Samuel, to 

say, ñHere I am, Lord!ò  Isaiah 6:8, 1 Samuel 3:4  
 

Much appreciation to all those who have served, like Wilfred, for many 
years in the ministries here at St. Monica Catholic Church.  


